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MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD 

SUBJECT: SNIE 10-8-65: REACTIONS TO POSSIBLE US 

COURSES OF ACTION 


1. Attached is a paper setting forth the three options, 
prepared pursuant to instructions issued at last week’s USLB 
meeting. The material appearing under the heading Note and 
"Discussion to cover" are designed to explain and illustrate 
the three Courses themselves. 

2. This paper is scheduled for the USIB agenda on 
Thursday, 1 July. 
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1 

As a "basis for discussion, \9Si 


-the following three 


options (courses of US action)^as^the basis for subject SNIE. 

Note: We believe that at this stage of consideration 

the policy maker will be best served by options expresse 
in broad and general terns. We have recently pr uce a 
number of SNIEs based on quite specific assumptions, J 
more general formulation will permit us to examine * 
range of choices, Where specific details are considered to 
make a significant difference in reactions, they can 
introduced as examples under the more general hea n S» . ^ . 
Secular, we would like to have the SNIE make it dear that 
-irony US courses of action are not mutually exclusive, 
details cexi be combined in a variety of ways. 

Course I: An orderly withdrawal of US forces from South Vietnam, 

ng political arrangements to limit t h e damage to the US wor ld- 

position. 
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Discussion to cover: • 

1. Reactions During the Process 

a. South Vietnam — chances of premature collapse 

in Saigon. 

b. VC/DHV — chances of their agreeing to 
negotiations and their likely terms and conditions. 

c. Chinese and Soviet reactions. 

2. Subsequent Reactions 

a. South Vietnam — chances of a durable 
coalition government vs. an early complete C o mm u nist takeover. 

b. Effects on Communist Strategy — DRV and 
Chinese policy toward rest of Southeast Asia; Sino-Soviet 
dispute and attitudes of Moscow and Peiping to national 
liberation struggles. 

c. Southeast Asia — reactions in Iaos; in 
Cambodia, Thailand, and Burma; in India and Malaysia. 

d. General World Reactions 
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note: We have in mind at least a doubling of present US 

forces in South Vietnam and heavy and continued attacks on a ll 
military and economic targets in North Vietnam* 

Discussion to cover: 

1. Reactions in South Vietnam — effects on morale, 
chances that Saigon will come to regard war as US affair. 

2. VC Reactions — likely field, tactics; effects 
on morale; attitude to negotiations. 

3« DRV Reactions — chances of negotiation; of 
increased infiltration attempts; of all-out PAVN intervention. 

4. Chinese Reactions — chances of entering air 
battle; of ground movements into Laos or North Vietnam; of 
opening a second front. 

5. Soviet Reactions — military aid to North Vietnam; 
chance of opening second front; of provoking major confrontation 
in Southeast Asia, 

6. World Reactions. 

:S 

,Vi 


,;0PY LBJ LIBRARY '? 




